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1. FOLLOWING SUCCESSFUL AND FIRST-EVER SEMINAR ON 

THE SOCIAL INFLUENCE OF TELEVSION IN ROME LAST JANUARY, 
CO-SPONSORED BY USIS AND RAI (THE ITALIAN RADIO AND 
TELEVISION MONOPOLY) AND ATTENDED BY DEAN BURCH, PAUL 
LAZARSEELD, HARRY SKORNIA, GEORGE GERBNER, RICHARD 
HEFFNER, AND AMBASSADOR VOLPE, USIS HAS AS MAJOR FY 1975 
CP PROJECT A STUDY TRIP EOR APPROXIMATELY 12 KEY RAI 
PERSONNEL TO NEW YORK AND WASHINGTON FOR TWO WEEKS 
BEGINNING ABOUT OCTOBER 26, TO MEET WITH NETWORK 
COUNTERPARTS, ACADEMIC SPECIALISTS AND USG OEFICIALS 
AND DISCUSS "THE INFLUENCE OF TELEVISION ON THE FAMILY." 
PLANS ARE NOW FAR ENOUGH ALONG TO MAKE A SPECIFIC 
PROPOSAL TO THE AGENCY AND CU WICH FOLLOWS BY 
UNCLASSIFIED SEPTEL. PURPOSE OF THIS MESSAGE IS 
TO PROVIDE PROJECT RATIONALE. 

2. AS TV MONOPOLY IN COUNTRY WHERE PRESS READER- 

SHIP EXTREMELY LOW, RAI OBVIOUSLY WIELDS HEAVY INFLUENCE 
ON PUBLIC ATTITUDES TOWARD UNITED STATES AND AMERICAN 
FOREIGN POLICY, PARTICULARLY THROUGH FREQUENCY, SELECTION, 
SCHEDULING AND HANDLING OF AMERICAN SUBJECT MATTER IN 
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PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMMING AND ON NEWSCASTS. 
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3. WHILE TOP MANAGEMENT, INCLUDING THE RAI 
PRESIDENT, THE DIRECTOR GENERAL AND A NUMBER OF OTHER 
KEY PERSONNEL ARE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS GENERALLY FRIENDLY 
TO THE U.S., THEIR AUTHORITY IS CIRCUMSCRIBED BY A HIGHLY 
DECENTRALIZED MANAGEMENT PATTERN AND AN EMPLOYMENT 
POLICY WHICH REFLECTS THE POLITCAL/IDEOLOGICAL DIVISIONS 

OF THE ITALIAN ELECTORATE. LEFTIST, ANTI-AMERICAN 
ATTITUDES ARE GENERALLY MORE PRONOUNCED AMONG CREATIVE, 
PRODUCTION AND LESSER EXECUTIVE PERSONNEL THAN AT THE UPPER 
EXECUTIVE LEVEL, ALTHOUGH SOCIALIST INFLUENCE IS EVIDENT 
THERE, TOO. WE BELIEVE IT FAIR TO SAY THAT TREATMENT OF THE 
U.S. BY RAI DEPENDS TO AN IMPORTANT DEGREE ON INTERNAL 
NEGOTIATIONS CARRIED ON BY PEOPLE WHO ARE ESPECIALLY SENSITIVE 
TO THE CONSTANTLY SHIFTING CONFIGURATIONS OF ITALIAN POLITICS 
BOTH WITHIN AND AMONG THE VARIOUS PARTIES. UNTIL THE JANUARY 
SEMINAR, USIS WORKING RELATIONS WITH RAI WERE REAONABLY 
GOOD AND THE GENERAL RELATIONSHIP OF THE MISSION WITH RAI 
HAD BEEN IMPROVED BY THE CORDIAL ATTENTIONS OF THE AMBASSADOR 
TO THE RAI LEADERSHIP. HOWEVER, THE SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION 
OF A SUBSTANTIVE PROJECT, THE PREPARATIONS FOR WHICH HAD 
BEEN MARKED BY VACILLATION, TOUCHNINESS AND SUSPICION ON 
THE PART OF OUR RAI COLLEAGUES, GENERATED A MORE PRODUCTIVE 
CONTINUING RELATIONSHIP BASED ON MUTUAL INTEREST AND ENHANCED 
BY CLOSER PERSONAL CONTACTS. 

4. RAI CURRENTLY IN ORGANIZATIONAL FERMENT WITH STRONG 
POLITICAL OVERTONES AND IT IS IN U.S. INTEREST STRENGTHEN 
EXISTING TIES IN EVERY WAY POSSIBLE. 

5. IN ADDITION TO PROVIDING RAI PARTICIPANTS AN 

OPPORTUNITY TO EXCHANGE VIEWS WITH THEIR AMERICAN COLLEAGUES 
ON A SUBJECT OF PARAMOUNT IMPORTANCE TO ITALIANS-THE FAMILY- 
THE STUDY TRIP WILL ENABLE THEM, AS A GROUP, TO EXPERIENCE 
AMERICAN OPENNESS AND HOSPITALITY, WHICH SHOULD RESULT IN 
A MORE POSITIVE GENERAL ATTITUDE TOWARD THE U.S. AND A 
CONSEQUENT IMPROVEMENT IN TREATMENT OF THE U.S. ON ITALIAN 
TELEVISION. 

6. DIRECTOR KEOGH, DURING HIS RECENT VISIT TO ITALY, 
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EXPRESSED INTEREST IN THIS PROJECT AND SUGGESTED THE USE 
OF BLAIR HOUSE FOR ONE FUNCTION. THE POST WOULD WELCOME 
EARLY AND COMPREHENSIVE ASSISTANCE BY THE AGENCY AND CU 
IN MAKING THE NECESSARY ARRANGEMENTS IN NEW YORK AND 
WASHINGTON. THE GROUP, 12-16 IN NUMBER, POSSIBLY WITH 
SOME WIVES, WILL BE COMPRISED OF BLUE-RIBBON RAI PERSONNEL 
AND IT IS EXPECTED THAT THE PRESIDENT AND DIRECTOR 
GENERAL WILL BE PRESENT FOR A LEAST PART OF PROGRAM. 
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7. PRINCIPAL RAI PROJECT COORDINATOR IN ROME IS 
DR. PAOLO CASTELLI, DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL SECRETARIAT AND 
RESEARCH SERVICES (WIFE IS CECILIA, DAUGHTER OF ALCIDE 
DE GASPERI). AMERSON 
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